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There are few popular names in the long list of Pakistani archaeologists, who
received a special position in the studies of Pakistan archaeology. Dr. Muhammad
Salim was one of them who had an impressive and long-lasting contribution to the
field of prehistory, remembered for their ground-breaking research on the
palaeolithic cultures of the country. This short note in his memory therefore contains
a bibliography of his publications beside a very brief and introductory note on his
education and career, particularly his service rendered to the Taxila Institute of
Asian Civilizations.

He was born in a village located in the Gujrat district of the Punjab province
of Pakistan on 9™ September 1945. After getting his early education in his village,
he went to Lahore and got admission to Walton Police Academy School where he
completed his school and college education (secondary and higher secondary level).
For higher education, he joined the University of the Punjab, Lahore, and earned his
undergraduate (Bachelor of Arts) degree. After this, he completed his Master of Arts
(MA) in archaeology at the Department of Archaeology, University of Peshawar.
After this initial training in archaeology, he went to London for a research degree
and did his Master of Philosophy (MPhil) in Archaeology at the Institute of
Archaeology, University College London. Later, he completed his Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) in Archaeology at the Department of Archaeology, Shah Abdul
Latif University, Khairpur in the Sindh province of Pakistan in 1980s.

Dr. Salim joined the Taxila Institute of Asian Civilization (formerly Centre
for the Study of the Civilizations of Central Asia), Quaid-i-Azam University,
Islamabad, during the tenure of Professor Ahmad Hassan Dani in 1985. He worked
there as the Assistant Director under Prof. Dani, who was the then Director of the
Centre. In 2006, he retired as the Director of the Centre. Further, in 2017-2018, in
the last years of his life, he joined the Institute as visiting faculty to teach prehistory
to the students and instructed prehistory-related courses in the undergraduate degree
program. After remaining sick for a long period, he passed away to eternity on 30™
of January 2022, leaving behind his contributions for the future pre-historians.

Known for his incredible research on the palaeolithic cultures of Pakistan,
particularly Pothohar (which is written as Potwar in his publications), Dr. Salim
published his work in books and several articles on the early phases of the Stone
Age in Pakistan. He has also published an article on the archaeology of Bhera, a
modern town located in the Pothohar region, and one of his articles is about the
Macedonian Alexander’s crossing of the Jehlum River. The following is the selected
bibliography of his publications including books, articles, book reviews and
obituaries.

105 Vol. 46, No. 1, June 2023



Obituary

Selected Bibliography

Salim, M. (1978) Palaeolithic Survey in the Soan Valley of Northern Pakistan: A
Brief Report. Man and Environment 11: 77-80.

Salim, M. (1979) Soil Analysis from the Middle Stone Age Sites in Northern
Pakistan. Man and Environment 111: 1-6.

Salim, M. (1979) Khodzakent I and its relationship with some of the Mousterian
Sites of Central Asia. Journal of Central Asia 2(2): 185-197.

Salim, M. (1981) Handaxe Collections of Northern Pakistan. Journal of Central
Asia 4(1): 142-175.

Salim, M. (1986) The Middle Stone Age Cultures of Northern Pakistan. Islamabad:
Centre for the Study of the Civilizations of Central Asia, Quaid-i-Azam University.

Salim, M. (1986) Middle Age Sites in the Meyal Oilfield in Attock Distt. Journal of
Central Asia IX (1): 107-119.

Salim, M. (1986) In Memorium Prof. Inam-ullah Jan (1936-84). Journal of Central
Asia IX (1): 166-167.

Salim, M., Ahmad, Z. and Akhtar, G. (1986) Palaeolithic Research in Potwar:
Preliminary Results. Journal of Central Asia 1X (2): 149-164.

Salim, M., Ali, M., Ahmad, Z. and Ahmad, 1. (1987) Palaco-Environment of Soan
Valley and Palaeolithic Sites of PS-4B and PS-21 Near Gurha Shahan in Rawalpindi
District, Northern Pakistan. Journal of Central Asia X (2): 123-192.

Salim, M. (1988) Book Review: B.K. Thapar: Recent Archaeological Discoveries
in India. Journal of Central Asia X1 (1): 169-170.

Salim, M. (1988) Book Review: Dr. A .H. Dani: Recent Archaeological Discoveries
in Pakistan. Journal of Central Asia XI (1): 177-173.

Salim, M. (1988) Human Occupation of Sil and Soan Valleys in Northern Pakistan
during Upper Pleistocene. Journal of Central Asia XI(2): 99-123.

Salim, M. (1989) Some comments on Palaeolithic Researches of Pakistan. Journal
of Central Asia XII (2): 51-56.

Salim, M. (1990) Early Stone Age Sites in the Potwar, Northern Pakistan. Journal
of Central Asia X111 (2): 59-76.

106 Vol. 46, No. 1, June 2023



Journal of Asian Civilizations
Salim, M. (1991) Dhok Gangaal, a Painted Grey Ware Site in Islamabad, Pakistan.
Ancient Pakistan VII: 27-33.

Salim, M. (1992) Archaeological Exploration in Punjab, NWFP, Pakistan. Journal
of Central Asia XV (1): 34-77.

Salim, M. (1992) Early man in the Lower Pleistocene, new evidence from Pinjor
deposits in the Soan Valley, Pakistan. Journal of Central Asia XV (2): 83-89.

Salim, M. and Zulfiqar, A. (1994) Sohan, a Historic Site in Rawalpindi. Journal of
Central Asia XVII (1-2): 124-129.

Salim, M. (1994) Soan Valley Collections 1992-93. Journal of Central Asia XVII
(1-2): 191-192.

Salim, M. (1995) A Kazakh in Potwar. Journal of Central Asia XVIII (1): 106-109.

Salim, M. (1996) Lower Palaeolithic in the Soan Valley, Rawalpindi. Journal of
Central Asia XIX (2): 1-90.

Salim, M. (1997) The Palaeolithic Cultures of Potwar with Special Reference to the
Lower Palaeolithic. Journal of Central Asia XX (2): 1-277.

Salim, M. (2001) Archaeological Survey in the Soan-Sakesar Valley, Khushab, Salt
Range. Journal of Asian Civilizations XXIV (2): 185-202.

Salim, M. (2002) Ancient Hunters, Farmers and Sea Traders in Sind: Stone Tools
to Stone Carved Graves. Journal of Asian Civilizations XXV (1): 36-71.

Salim, M. (2002) Recent Discoveries of Chenab Nagar, Chiniot, Punjab. Journal of
Asian Civilizations XXV (2): 1-21.

Salim, M. (2002) Pre-Historic Survey of Jehlum-Haro 1993. Journal of Asian
Civilizations XXV (2): 46-51.

Salim, M. (2003) Bhera, the Historic City of Jehlum River. Journal of Asian
Civilizations XXVI (2): 97-99.

Salim, M. (2004) Alexander’s Crossing of the River Jhelum with Reference to Stein.
Journal of Asian Civilizations XXVII (1): 123-136.

Salim, M. (2006) Lower Palaeolithic in the Soan Valley, Rawalpindi, Pakistan.
Ancient Pakistan XVII (Proceedings of the First International Symposium on Latest
Discoveries in the Cultural Heritage of Ancient Gandhara and Other Parts of
Pakistan): 159-166.

107 Vol. 46, No. 1, June 2023



