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Editorial Note 
 
The importance of the two scholars who passed away in the last few months, 
Gérard Fussman and Michael Jansen, is such that their obituary can only take the 
form of a long article or better still, a series of contributions. Indeed, only a 
collective effort can illustrate the major/significant contribution these two 
scholars made to our knowledge of the ancient cultures of India, Pakistan, and 
Afghanistan. The following pages do not claim to do so in their meagre 
incompleteness; however, the hope is that more contributions will soon appear 
following these, both in this and other Pakistani journals. Only their sum can 
account for the stature of our two late colleagues. 
                                                                                                                                   
Luca M. Olivieri 
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Gérard Fusssman 
 

1940-2022 
 

French Indologist 
Professor of Sanskrit at the University of Strasbourg (1972-1984). 

Professor at the chair “Histoire du monde indien” at the Collège de France 
Member of the Délégation Archéologique Française en Afghanistan 

Member of the Pak-German Project “Rock Carvings and Inscriptions along 
the Karakorum Highway (Pakistan)” (Heidelberger Akademie der 

Wissenschaften). 
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Michael Jansen 
 

1947-2022 
 

Dr.-Ing. Professor 
 
 

1979 - Ph.D. “Architecture of Indus Valley Civilization” 
Co-Project leader of the 1978-1987 DFG (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft)/ 
IsMEO research project ‘Mohenjo-Daro’ 
 
1988-1993 Lecturer RWTH Aachen University 
1994-1996 Dean Faculty of Architecture, RWTH Aachen University in Germany 
Professor emeritus at RWTH Aachen University in Germany 
Professor for history of urbanization, conservation and heritage management at 
the German University of Technology in Oman (GUtech) 
 
Director of the German Research Centre Mohenjo Daro 
Managing Director at German University of Technology in Oman 
Member ICOMOS Germany 
Member UNESCO International Advisory Committee on Pakistan and 
Afghanistan 
ICOMOS Senior Consultant 
Board member Bamiyan Expert Working Group (UNESCO) 
Board member UNESCO International Safeguarding Campaign Mohenjodaro 
(Pakistan) 
President Research Centre Indian Ocean (RIO) 
President Deutsch-Pakistanisches Forum 
 
Co-Organiser of the Exhibition “The Buddhist Heritage of Gandhara” (Bonn, 
Berlim 2008, New York 2011) 
 
1987 – ‘Sitara-e-Imtiaz’ (Star of Distinction, Pakistan) 
2019 – ‘Hilal-e-Imtiaz’ (Crescent of Distinction, Pakistan) 
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